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more likely than non-smokers to have chronic
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the link between the two is rather limited. The
lead author of both studies — which are

published in the Journal of Psychosomatic
Research — was surprised by the findings of a

study he conducted about a year ago, and
followed up with a similar research project. Both

studies relied on data collected by the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention from
2001 to 2014, of which the most recent numbers

are available. Those results were used to
generate statistics about the overall relationship
between the two. While the new studies did not
alter those results, they did find that cannabis
users had a slight increase in the likelihood of

reporting pain when compared to non-cannabis
users. The most common form of marijuana that
the new studies analyzed, though, is high in the

psychoactive chemical THC. Chronic pain,
however, is a complex issue, and research to

date has not found an association between THC
and chronic pain, at least not for regular use. So,
if the new studies did find a correlation between
regular use of marijuana and chronic pain, is it
because of THC? “In my opinion, if you are a
person who smokes cannabis regularly, it is

conceivable that the THC that you are getting
would make you more prone to chronic pain,”
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said Dr. Inga Dragt, a psychologist, pain expert
and the lead researcher on the first of the two
new studies. “However, what is also possible,

which we cannot prove, is that somebody who is
not a user of cannabis also could experience a

chronic pain as a result of associating with
somebody who is a user. So, it’s possible that

there is an association between cannabis use and
higher pain levels, but c6a93da74d
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